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Ontario Learn and Stay 
Grant Cohort Deferral ReviewMinistry of Colleges and Universities

Student Financial Assistance Branch

Purpose

You may request an Ontario Learn and Stay Grant Cohort Deferral Review if you are required to take 
a temporary leave from studies due to one of the following reasons:

 

If the review is approved, your Ontario Learn and Stay Grants will be held from grant-to-loan 
conversion for a period of up to 12 months. Students approved for a Cohort Deferral Review for 
maternity/parental leave purposes may be approved for up to an 18-month cohort deferral period.

Note: Students approved for the Cohort Deferral Review will not be exempt from having their Ontario 
Learn and Stay Grants converted to a repayable loan indefinitely. Students approved for this review 
are expected to return to full-time studies in their Ontario Learn and Stay Grant-approved program of 
study within 6 months of their approved deferral period. Students approved for this review are also 
required to fulfill their Service Commitment Agreement once they complete their studies.  

Definition: Temporary Leave
The ministry considers a temporary leave to be a leave from studies of up to 12 months (or 18 months 
for a maternity/parental leave). Temporary leaves require the student to return to full-time studies in 
their Ontario Learn and Stay Grant-approved program of study and fulfill the requirements under their 
Service Commitment Agreement within 6 months of completing their Ontario Learn and Stay Grant-
approved program of study.

The following are examples of situations that may be considered for a Cohort Deferral Review:
•	 An event that aggravates or causes a relapse to an existing disability or medical 				  
	 condition that requires the student to take a temporary leave from studies. 
•	 The impact of a new or worsened disability or medical condition that requires the 				 
	 student to take a temporary leave from studies to manage their health. 
•	 Mental health crisis that requires a period of medical intervention or emergency 				  
	 hospitalization or a period of recovery/stabilization and treatment. 
•	 An injury or surgery that results in hospitalization and/or a period of rest/recovery. 
•	 Unexpected loss of housing due to fire, flood, etc. which results in a disruption of 				 
	 studies for some time. 
•	 Unexpected leave related to family circumstances, such as the requirement to care 			 
	 full-time for a parent, spouse, or sibling with a disability or medical condition that is 			 
	 new or worsened. 
•	 A maternity/parental leave.

•	  You experienced an unexpected event that impacted your studies; 
•	  You experienced a temporary circumstance that impacted your studies; and/or
•	  You go on maternity/parental leave during your studies.

In addition, a student studying on a part-time basis to complete the requirements to progress in their 
Ontario Learn and Stay Grant-approved program of study (e.g., retaking a failed course to advance 
to the next year/semester of their program or to graduate, or completing a delayed practicum) may be 
considered for this review.
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Deadlines

Your completed form must be received no later than 6 months after your confirmed current study 
period end date (i.e., the end date on your current Ontario Learn and Stay Grant application). 

Getting help

Please contact the financial aid office at your school if you require assistance with this form. 

How to submit this form

You can upload your completed form online. Log into your OSAP account at ontario.ca/osap. Go 
to your Ontario Learn and Stay Grant application to use the “Upload documents” function under 
“Optional uploads” if the request is being submitted 40 days before the end of your current study 
period. 

You can also submit your completed form to your school’s Financial Aid Office if it’s past 40 days 
before the end of your current study period. 
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Section A: Student Information

Student ID Number:

OSAP Access Number (OAN):

Last name:

First name:

Street number and name, rural route, or post office box: Apartment:

Province or state:City, town, or post office:

Postal code or zip code:Country:

Area code and telephone number:



OSAP Access Number

Feb 10/25 Page 4

Request an Ontario Learn and Stay Grant 
Cohort Deferral Review 
Section B: Review request

Day Month Year Day Month Year

Studying on a part-time basis to complete the requirements to progress in my Ontario Learn 
and Stay Grant-approved program of study.

1.  What are the reasons you are requesting a Cohort Deferral Review?

An event that seriously aggravates or causes a relapse to an existing disability or medical 
condition.

A diagnosis of a new disability or medical condition

A serious injury or surgery.

A maternity/parental leave

An unexpected loss of housing (such as from a fire, flood).

An unexpected leave due to a family crisis. 

Other – specify:

2.  How long of a temporary leave from studies are you requesting?
     Note: Students may only be approved for a cohort deferral of up to 12 months (or 18 months for    	
     an 18-month maternity/parental leave). 

From: To:

3.  Date you expect to return to full-time studies in your Ontario Learn and Stay Grant-		
     approved program of study:

Day Month Year

Note: You must return to full-time studies in your Ontario Learn and Stay grant-approved 
program of study within 6 months of your approved cohort deferral period. You must also fulfill 
the requirements under your Service Commitment Agreement within 6 months of completing 
your approved program of study for Ontario Learn and Stay Grant purposes. If you don’t, your 
Ontario Learn and Stay Grants may convert to a repayable loan. 
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Section C: Student declaration
• I have given complete and true information on this form.
• I understand that if I do not return to full-time studies in my program of study that is approved for

Ontario Learn and Stay Grant purposes within 6 months of my approved cohort deferral period, my
Ontario Learn and Stay Grants will convert to a repayable loan.

• I understand that if I do not fulfill the requirements under my Service Commitment Agreement within
6 months of completing my program of study that is approved for Ontario Learn and Stay Grant
purposes, my Ontario Learn and Stay Grants will convert to a repayable loan.

• I understand that I am responsible for promptly notifying my financial aid office or the ministry of
changes to any information I have provided in my personal profile or application and my financial
institution, or of changes to my address, and/or period of study status. I will communicate any
changes in information by updating my account on the OSAP website or in writing to my financial
aid office or the ministry.

• I understand that I may be required to provide supporting documentation to corroborate my Cohort
Deferral Review request as directed by my Financial Aid Office or the Ministry.

• I understand that the information I provide will be verified and the ministry may also conduct audits
and investigations.

• I understand that any change to the information I provide on this form, and any change(s) resulting
from the verification and audit of my Ontario Learn and Stay Grant Application, will result in a
reassessment.

• I understand that if my application is reassessed, it may affect my eligibility and the type and
amount of financial assistance I may receive.

• I understand that any grants that I receive may be converted into loans if I do not meet the terms
and conditions of the Ontario Learn and Stay Grant as set out in my Ontario Learn and Stay Gant
Application and O. Reg. 82/23 (Ontario Learn and Stay Grant) made under the Ministry of Training,
Colleges and Universities Act.

I understand that I am bound by the Declarations and Service Commitment Agreement Terms and 
Conditions I signed on my Ontario Learn and Stay Grant Application. Note: if you are completing 
this form electronically, use the “Fill & Sign” feature or “Digital ID” in Adobe Reader or your PDF 
program to add your signature.

Signature of student: Date:
Day Month Year

Direct and indirect collection and use of personal information

Your personal information will be collected and used by the Ministry of Colleges and Universities to 
administer and finance the Ontario Learn and Stay Grant as set out in the notice of Collection and 
Use of Personal Information on your Ontario Learn and Stay Grant Application and in accordance 
with the consents you signed on your Ontario Learn and Stay Grant Application. The Ministry of 
Colleges and Universities collects your personal information under the legal authority set out on 
your Ontario Learn and Stay Grant Application. If you have any questions about the collection, use 
and disclosure of your personal information, contact the Director, Student Financial Assistance 
Branch, Ministry of Colleges and Universities, PO Box 4500, 189 Red River Road, Thunder Bay, 
Ontario P7B 6G9; 807- 343-7260.
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